w&() *

Mission News

YF Chicken BBQ
Philhaven Camp
Longaberger Trip
Young at Heart
Pastor's Vacation
Birthday Greetings
Health Corner
The Pretzel Guy
From the Office
Community Events

Campmeeting
Schedules

o 01 O A W W W W w wdN

News from Across the

Globe
YF Chicken BBQ

The Pretzel Guy

Frank Schaefer, Pastor

Office: 717-273-2958
Urgent Calls: 717-304-9215
Email:
ionaoffice@comcast.net
Website: www.zioniona.com

Boy, did summer get here early this year! Is this St. Peter’'s way of
making up for the long, cold winter? I'm not sure whether this is so
great; first we had to run the furnace until early May, now we have
to run the AC in early June already.

| hope all of us will enjoy the summer time, though. The way our
lives go in this culture, we need the summer time to be an off-beat
time where we can catch up on things we “shelved” for later. We
need those homework-free days, vacations, down-times and fun
times for ourselves and quality times with our families.

As far as | see it, summer is God’s way of allowing us to get re-
charged, physically, emotionally and spiritually.

So this summertime you can count on your church to provide spiri-
tual recharges. Come dressed down (with your swimwear under-
neath if you'd like), come in your straw hat and shades if you'd like
and let’s get recharged from those Bible passages that speak to
our spiritual relaxation and refreshment, such as the passage from
Matthew 6 (“don’t worry”) and Phil 4 (“rejoice”).

We will cover the following “spiritual recharge” themes in our sum-
mer services: how to be more joyful, attaining spiritual peace, find-
ing inner balance, getting rid of burdens, how to pass spiritual wis-
dom, etc.

There is another reason why you ought to be in church, and that
IS: your presence, your prayers and talents are very much needed.
Please also keep in mind that the ministry continues whether
you're there or not, bills still have to be paid, and this time we’re
going into the summer season with a couple of very weak giving
months (giving dropped by about 5000.00 during April and May as
compared to the previous year). Keep your church in your
thoughts and prayers this summer.

See you in church. . . .



Uruund Bible Translation Project

Dear Friends at Zion UM of lona,
Thank you so much for your most recent gift. You are such an encouragement to me!
| just received word that our Uruund Bible is now printed and has reached the port of Matado in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, in the northwestern section from where we worked. Please help me pray that it will soon be
sent on to our capital of Kinshasa, and then make its way to our most southeastern city of Lubambashi. Also, pray
that from there it will be dispensed properly without too large a price.
God bless you all' | won't know the cost of anything for quite awhile.
In Christ,
Jean Wolford

The Miner Family serving in St. Petersburg, Russia

School’s out...what’s next?

School is over for the year for the International Academy of St. Petersburg. Three seniors have graduated.
Please remember the school staff and administration as they may need to find a new building for next year. Even if
they stay in the same building, everything will need to be packed up and stored for the summer. Aaron enjoyed his
year of teaching and is looking forward to returning next year.

Praises:
We are feeling pretty settled and at home here.
We're still making progress with learning Russian. Slow, but at least it's progress!
Aaron had a great year of teaching.
We praise God for good health this winter.
Big praise—this fall it looks like the school will be able to issue work permits for the teachers! Since they
recently changed the visa regulations, anyone with the type of visa we had this year would only be able to
stay in the country for 3 months, and then would have to leave for 3 months.
We get to come home to the US for a visit!
- God has been so faithful meeting our financial needs!
Prayer Requests:

- That we will figure out what kind of visa we should come back in on in July, since the work permit won't be
issued until late October (if all goes according to plan). We may be able to come in on a student visa if |
(Danielle) take some more intensive language lessons. Please pray this works out.

The school really needs some more teachers for next year!
For a relaxing summer despite our full schedule
For good adjustments (and sleep), especially for Lydia in all our upcoming travels
That our financial needs will continue to be met as prices keep going up here.
Continued progress with the language and being able to connect with people here.
We are considering adopting a child (just in the very early stages of thinking about this), but we have no
idea yet if it's even possible while we’re here (legally, financially). Pray for wisdom about this!
Thanks so much for all your support!
Aaron, Danielle and Lydia Miner

P.S. Check us out at www.stpetersburgfamily.blogspot.com

Johanna Stahl — The Mission Society

A Bump In The Road...

In late January, | was once again diagnosed with lymphoma (large B-cell diffuse non-Hodgkins, for those of you
who like such details). This is the same aggressive variety | was treated for in 1996 and 1998-99. February was
consumed with scans, tests, a biopsy and port insertion. | am hospitalized four days for each treatment. | do not
feel ill, and have no pain, but | am weak. | will be having a bone marrow transplant as soon as insurance and do-
nor issues can be settled. Please pray that my brother is a match.

July/August 2008 g®a



$

This summer don’t be surprised to see children running around in
the church yard. Philhaven has contracted with us to use our facilities
for their summer camp.

The directors and staff have promised to restore all classrooms
back to “normal” on Fridays so that our Sunday school and other pro-
grams can continue to run smoothly.
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The trip is planned for September 19 and 20, 2008. Highlights of the
trip include the Longaberger Homestead and Factory Store, the Lon-
gaberger Home Office, Dresden, and Hartstone Pottery. The cost is
$275 and includes transportation, hotel, most meals, basket, games
and door prizes.

For reservations call 717-949-3241 and ask for Rosene. Deadline
for reservations is August 1.
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lona’s “Young at Heart” will meet for breakfast at Quentin
House Restaurant on Tuesday, July 8 and Tuesday, August 12, 9 a.m.

This senior breakfast is held the second Tuesday of each month.
Why not join us and bring a friend! Please sign-up on the bulletin
board outside the church office.
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On August 3 — 17 (2 weeks)
and September 8 — 16 (one
week) - Pastor Frank will be on
vacation.

Please contact the church of-
fice, Pastor Judy Shirey (866-
0088), and/or Russ Dundore
(273-6850) with any pastoral
emergencies (visits, funerals, etc)
you may have during this time.

/

. June 1% -- Milton Hershey
Chapel Service

. June 27" — VBS Closing Night

. July 25" — Pine Grove Motor
Cross for Christ Closing Night

- August — Jamin’ for Jesus
(Ruhl's UM Church, Manheim)
date tha

I #
(college, military, homebound, missions)

Jul. 21 - Jean Wolford

26 — Joseph Najjar

28 — Hudson Forney

31 — Bradley Dengler
4 — Britton Forney
5 — Robin Light

12 — Aaron Miner

28 — Zach Clauser

Aug.

Please remember to contact
the church: phone 273-2958; or
email ionaoffice@ comcast.net
with any changes or additions.
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SHINGLES VACCINE

WHAT IS SHINGLES?

Shingles is a painful skin rash, often with blisters. It is also called Herpes Zoster. A
shingles rash usually appears on one side of the body and lasts 2 to 4 weeks.
Other symptoms can include fever, headache, chills and upset stomach. Very
rarely, a shingles infection can lead to pneumonia, hearing problems, blindness,
brain inflammation or death. For about 1 in 5, severe pain can continue even after the rash
clears. This is called post-herpetic neuralgia. Shingles is caused by the Varicella Zoster virus,
the same virus that causes chickenpox. Only someone who has had chickenpox or had the chick-
enpox vaccine can get shingles. You cannot catch shingles from another person. However, a per-
son who has never had chickenpox (or the vaccine) could get chickenpox from someone with shin-
gles. This is not very common.

SHINGLES VACCINE:

A vaccine for shingles was licensed in 2006. In clinical trials, the vaccine prevented shingles in
about half of people 60 years of age and older. It can also reduce the pain associated with shin-
gles.

A single dose of shingles vaccine is indicated for adults 60 years of age or older.

WHO SHOULD NOT RECEIVE THE VACCINE? :
If you are allergic to gelatin, the antibiotic neomycin, or any other component of the vaccine you
should not get this vaccine.
If you have a weakened immune system you should not receive the vaccine.
Talk to your physician if you feel you are at risk.
Active tuberculosis
Pregnancy
Anyone who is moderately or severely ill should wait until they have recovered before getting
the vaccine. This includes anyone with a temperature of 101.3 F or higher.

WHAT ARE THE RISKS FROM SHINGLES VACCINE? :

A vaccine, like any medication, could possibly cause serious problems, such as severe allergic re-
actions. However the risk of serious harm is extremely small. No serious problems have been
identified with shingles vaccine.

MILD PROBLEMS
Redness, soreness, or itching at the injection site.
Headache
Like all vaccines, shingles vaccine is being closely monitored for unusual or severe problems.

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
Visit CDC'’s website at www.cdc.gov/nip
Source: CDC Shingles Vaccine Vaccine Information Statement

This will be my last health topic. | have resigned as health advocate at the church effective September 1,
2008.
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an article by Pastor Frank on behalf of the Church Growth Committee

Warning: the following is a
true story — similarities with real
persons and events are fully in-
tentional. A kind-hearted and
spirited middle-aged gentleman
in one of my former churches
was really listening — at least that
Sunday ! The sermon wasn't that
spectacular, but an announce-
ment made during the sermon
was that every member of the
church would receive a $20 bill
in the mail. But the monetary
"gift" wasn't really a gift — it was
investment money — an invest-
ment for and on behalf of the
church's ailing financial situation.
The idea was taken straight from
the biblical account of the Par-
able of the Talents (Matthew 25
14-30) in which the master goes
on a journey and leaves his ser-
vants in charge over different
amounts of talents. The ones
that invested the money for their
master doubled the amount, the
one that didn't had no gains.

This kind-hearted man took
his $20 and bought a bunch of
Shuey's Pretzels and started to
resell them for a delivery charge
of one dollar to his friends and a
growing "clientele” in Lebanon
County. A great service for those
who like the pretzels, but don't
want to stand in line for them!
When I recently ran into the
"Pretzel Guy" as he is now often
called, he shared that he was
still bringing in money for the
church; his overall fund-raising
effort stood at more than ten
thousand dollars that the church
had received over the years.
Well done, good and faithful
steward!

Well, folks, we need creative
ideas and people that help put
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them into operation for our
church at lona too. Where are
the Pretzel guys and girls at our
church? As you may know, we
have big plans for long-awaited
and much needed renovation
projects.

We — the Church Growth
Committee — have two goals:

1.To organize fun events where
people can meet and fellow-
ship.

2.To raise funds in the process

(primarily for our renovation

project).

We need your creative ideas
for such events. And...we need a
few more people on our commit-
tee to help brainstorm, plan and
organize!!

Please contact Pastor Frank
(717.304.9215) or Doris Shyda
(272.8827) if you want to help in
any way (or if you want to share
an idea).

Y

June through August, 9 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., Monday, Thursday
and Friday (closed Tuesday
and Wednesday).

! " is due in the
church office by 9 a.m. Thurs-
day.

7S " for the
September Advance Edition
are due in the church office by
Sunday, August 3.

ll% & I

- Please inform the church sec-
retary of any address
changes.

- In order to keep an accurate
calendar and avoid overlap-
ping of events using the
church facilities, please in-
form the secretary if your
group or committee is plan-
ning a meeting or activity.

- Newsletter items are always
due by the first Sunday of the
month.

- Bulletin info is due in the of-
fice by 9 a.m. Thursday
morning unless noted other-
wise.
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On December 13, 2008, the
ACHS Music Department will
host the world renowned choral
ensemble The King'’s Singers for
a holiday concert. This will be the
third time this outstanding group
will perform in our community.

There are two levels of tickets:
premium reserved, located in the
fron area of the high school audi-
torium, and general reserved,
situated behind the premium re-
served area. Premium reserved
tickets are $44 and general re-
served are $38. “Best available
seats” will be distributed in the
order received.

Order forms are available on the
bulletin board outside the church
office or visit the website at
www.acschools.org and click on
the King’s Singers link.

)
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Woody waste collection will con-
tinue on the following dates: June
5, July 3, August 7, September 4,
and October 2. Branches must
be at least 1” and no more than
8” in diameter and at least 2 ft. in
length to be collected. Do not cut
long branches into smaller
pieces. Items must be placed in
manageable piles at the property
edge (not in the street) with the
cut edge facing the street by 7
a.m. on collection day. If your
items do not get picked up on
Thursday, please be patient.

To have these items collected
you must call the township office
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at 274-0481 or email to sltown-
ship@comcast.net no later than
3 p.m. the day before. Call
Phyllis at 274-0481 with any
guestions.
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The 25th annual Academy for
Laity will be held August 8 — 10,
2008 at The Sheraton Park
Ridge Hotel, King of Prussia, PA.

This year's academy celebrates
25 years of training laity for min-
istry in the church, the commu-
nity, and the world with special
events including a banquet and
honoring laity in ministry.

If you would like more informa-
tion concerning courses, sched-
ule, registration, etc. copies of
the brochure and registration
forms are available on the bulle-
tin board outside the church of-
fice.

7 7/

This year National Night Out will
be held August 5. The South
Lebanon Township Police De-
partment will once again be host-
ing an event, sponsored by AES
Ironwood, to include games,
food, displays and demonstra-
tions. The event will be held at
the AES Ironwood Park in Avon
(former Avon playground) from 6
-8 p.m.

l/ !
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For 35 years Community Homes
of Lebanon Valley has provided
affordable housing for Lebanon
County elders. Applicants are
being accepted for a handicap
unit at Oak Terrace, 1407 Oak
Street, Lebanon. Applicants must

be 62 years of age or older and
must meet the following annual
income limits of $21,900 or less
for one person or $30,000 or less
for a two person household. As a
resident you may expect:

- Off street parking

- Snow removal

- No grass cultting

- Controlled access to the build-
ing

- 24/7 emergency maintenance
services

- Heat/water/trash pickup in-
cluded in the rent

If you would like to hear and see
more about these apartments,
you may call or visit the leasing
office located at 605 South
Eighth Street, Lebanon, or phone
717-273-3333.
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Route 343 (Seventh St.), 2 miles north of Lebanon

Campmeeting Week Saturday, July 19

Sunday July 13 Cottage and Stock Holders Meeting —1:30 p.m.

Morning Worship —10:15 a.m. Sacred concert by The Bethany Gospel Boys
Zion UMC, Myerstown 7 p.m.
The Power of the Lord’s Prayer
7 p.m.
lllustrated by gospel songs and W Sunda)./, July 20 Y
old-fashioned singing Campmeeting Sunday
10:15 a.m. Morning Worship
July 14 — 18 Pastor Richard Starr
Bible Study —10am. M-F 2:00 p.m. Communion/Memorial Service
Dr. Kirby Keller (Tabernacle) Pastor Richard Starr

Children‘'s Program —10a.m. & 7 p.m. M-F

Mrs. Debbie Lehr (Children’s Cottage) 7:00 p.m. Praise Band Concert

Zion U.M. Church, Myerstown

Celebration Service —7 p.m. Mr. Brian Klinger, Director
Rev. Richard Weitzel (Tabernacle)
8:00 p.m. Circle of Faith

Brochures listing the complete schedule are available at the church
on the tables in the sanctuary or visit the web at
www.mtlebanoncampmeeting.org.

4 )

Featuring: Andy Roberts “Jazz Quartet”, Transformational Puppet & Story Works, New Holland Band,
Old Fashioned Gospel Hymn Sing, His Guiding Light, The Pennsylvania Flute Choir, Music Ministers,
Handbell Festival, The Marsch Family, Joseph Martin, Bethany Gospel Boys, Massed Choir, The Rev.
Jim Myer, Bishop Michael Sigman, The Jazz Ministers, The Susquehanna Chorale, and The Lancaster
Brass Quintet.

All events are held at the historic Tabernacle which is behind the Mt. Gretna U.M. Church, east of
Pinch Road and South of Route 117. A free-will offering will be taken at each program.

Brochures listing the complete summer schedule are available on the table at the rear of the sanctuary.
A copy is posted on the bulletin board outside the church office. For more information check out the
website at www.MtGretnaTabernacle.org. J
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Cherishing the “God-moments”

invite our recognition and response.

If you have never stayed awake
to hear the courageous song of one
small bird breaking into the still-
ness of night, consider it. It is a
God-moment.

If you haven’t sat down lately
with a cup of tea and simply ad-
mired the view (any view indoors
or outdoors) consider doing it. It is
a God-moment.

If you worry about rather than
cherish the lifelines on your face in
the bathroom mirror each day, look
again. These are God-moments.

| used to think God-moments
were special, set-apart moments,
perhaps brought on by praying in
particular ways. Gradually | have
come to see that these graced mo-
ments fill ordinary days and shyly

| recently heard a group of Abo-
riginal people saying that they
knew when it was the right time to
hold an event, because the pelican
came again. People who live
closely to the earth and the events
of everyday life have a depth of
spirit that can’t be gotten through
books and tapes or workshops and
teachers.

Life’s daily, God-given mo-
ments are full of metaphors, sym-
bols, signs, and invitations. Jesus
knew this, when he talked about
water and wine, salt and bread,
grapevines and seeds, to teach
about the profound realities of his
Way.

But we grow ever more busy

and seek externa
resources for our
spiritual journey, and we do not see
and hear what is softly placed on
the path we walk along.

| had a friend once who found,
on the birth of her first child, that
the quiet, reflective moments she
cherished were going to be “on
hold” for some time. But she under-
stood that her spirituality was not
being sidelined. She developed a
practice of lighting a small candle
in places in her home where pre-
cious, ordinary things took place —
bathing the baby, sharing a meal, or
ironing the family’s clothes. It was
her way of cherishing the God-
moments.



